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Farmingville, NY – Brookhaven Town H ighway Superintendent Daniel
P . Losquadro  and  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner  recently  announced
the  completion  of  a  four-year, multi-phase, $1 .3-million  shoreline
s tabilization  projec t  in  the  vic inity  of Shore  Road  and  A magansett
Drive in Sound Beach.

In O c tober 2012, Hurricane Sandy changed the topography of much
of the North Shore beaches  and dunes , with the bluff at Shore Road
and  A magansett  Drive  becoming  severely  eroded  and  leaving  the
roads  and  homes  in  this  area  at  great  risk.  In  May  2013,  the
Brookhaven  H ighway  Department  completed  the  firs t  phase  of the
projec t by s tabilizing the bluff—filling it in with approximately 2 ,000

cubic  yards  of c lean fill—and replac ing its  outfall pipe, which broke during Hurricane Sandy. This  work was  approved
by the Federal Emergency Management A gency (FEMA ) for federal ass is tance in the amount of $233,651.

However, the work on the bluff and the repair of the pipe were never meant to complete the projec t. Superintendent
Losquadro explained that this  firs t phase “was  jus t a temporary ‘Band-A id’ so the bluff wouldn’t erode any further and
jeopardize  the s truc tural  integrity  of the drainage pipe. O ur ultimate goal  was  to eliminate  the outfall  over the bluff
completely, abandon the  drainage pipe  and direc t all  of the  water from this  tributary  area into a  newly-cons truc ted
recharge bas in to the eas t of A magansett Drive. The cons truc tion of this  recharge bas in allowed the Town the rare
ability  to  eliminate  an  outfall  pipe  and, by  doing  so, prevent  the  s tormwater  runoff  from flooding  the  beach  and
entering the Long Is land Sound, while also taking the eros ion pressure off of the bluff face.”

O nce cons truc tion of the recharge bas in near the intersec tion of A magansett Drive and Shore Drive was  completed in
2015, the final phase of the projec t began which inc luded the abandonment of the pipe and permanent s tabilization of
the bluff through the ins tallation of a three- to four- ton armoring s tone revetment wall, eros ion control matting, wood
terrac ing and native  plantings . The projec t also inc luded the ins tallation of a  new s taircase from Shore Drive. This
phase was  completed with in-house resources  and came in under budget.

“A s  a  Town, we  need  to  make  sure  there  is  reliable  access  that  will  be  there, season  after  season, for  our  fire
department and police, in the event of an emergency,” Losquadro said.

A lthough the  temporary  s tabilization of the  bluff received  funding  from FEMA , the  s torm hardening  and  total  bluff
res toration was  paid for through Town capital funds . The total cos t for P hase I I  (cons truc tion of the recharge bas in)
was  $633,333 and Phase I I I  (s torm hardening and bluff res toration) was  $450,000.

“I  am extremely  pleased with the  solutions  c reated by  this  shoreline  s tabilization projec t in Sound Beach –  one of
nearly a dozen surface water quality protec tion projec ts  the H ighway Department has  undertaken s ince I  took office
four years  ago,” Losquadro said. “In the long run, the results  of this  projec t will  save taxpayer dollars  due to fewer
eros ion cos ts  in the area. A nd, the hardening of our infras truc ture leaves  us  less  vulnerable to damage from future
s torms.”

C ounc ilwoman Bonner said, “C ompletion of this  projec t on time and under budget after being s talled by Supers torm
Sandy is  a welcome event to the res idents  of Sound Beach. The bluffs  along the North Shore are espec ially vulnerable
to eros ion, but the more we can do to s tabilize our shoreline, the safer it will be.”
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